Goldsmith's wish to shine.
[A.D. 177S
politically, whether the magistrate be right or wrong. Sup pose a club were to be formed, to drink confusion to Kin.] George the Third, and a happy restoration to Charles th Third', this would be very bad with respect to the State but every member of that club must either conform to it rules, or be turned out of it. Old Baxter, I remember, mair tains, that the magistrate should " tolerate all things tha are tolerable." This is no good definition of toleratio upon any principle; but it shews that he thought som things were not tolerable.' TOPLADY. ' Sir, you have ur twisted this difficult subject with great dexterity2.'
During this argument, Goldsmith sat in restless agitatioi from a wish to get in and shine3. Finding himself excludes he had taken his hat to go away4, but remained for som time with it in his hand, like a gamester, who at the clos
flashed every time he was struck, without his receiving any injur Hence he obtained the epithet of THE LITERARY ANVIL. BOSWEL: S&zpost, April 15,1778, for an account of another dinner at Mr. Dilly' where Johnson and Mayo met.
1 The Young Pretender, Charles Edward.
s Mr. Croker, quoting Johnson's letter of May 20, 1775 (PiozziLe ters, i. 219), where he says,' I dined in a large company at a dissen ing bookseller's yesterday, and disputed against toleration with or Doctor Meyer,' continues:—' This must have been the dinner note in the text; but I cannot reconcile the dates, and the mention of tl death of the Queen of Denmark, which happened on May 10,177 ascertains that the date of the letter is correct. Boswell. . . must, think, have misdated and misplaced his note of this conversatior That the dinner did not take place in May, 1775, is, however, quil clear. By that date Goldsmith had been dead more than a year, an Goldsmith bore a large part in the talk at the Dillys' table. On tl other hand, there can be no question about the correctness of tf date of the letter. Wesley, in his Journal for 1757 (ii. 340), mentioi ' Mr. Meier, chaplain to one of the Hanoverian regiments.' Perha] he is the man whom Johnson met in 1775.
3  See ante, i. 490, note 2.
4  ' It is very possible he had to call at Covent-garden on his wa and that for this, and not for Boswell's reason, he had taken his hi early.   The actor who so assisted him in Young Marlow was takin his benefit this seventh of May; and for an additional attractic Goldsmith had written him an epilogue,'    Forster's Goldsmith, ii-37o well housed; poor woman! tl
